THE ORDER OF AUTHORITY
INTRODUCTION 

On New Year’s Eve 2011 the Senior Pastor at my Home 

Church called 2012 the year of Order and Movement, spent the first four months of 2012 teaching on that, and then on the Kingdom of God for several more months. All through this time, God dealt with me about one of the laws of His Kingdom, and how if we can truly learn this law and how to walk in it, we can reap the all the benefits of His Kingdom and see Him move in our lives. We would no longer have to keep living below our privilege, frustrated, disappointed, discouraged, broke, busted and disgusted. But instead, if we catch the revelation of this law, we can be, do and have all God wants us to be, do and have.
God inspired me to teach on this topic on a Sunday morning in July 2012 when my Pastor was away and asked me to deliver the Message. I also had the opportunity to speak on this law since then as a guest speaker for a couple of Ministries at my Church, as well as at a Men’s meeting at another Church. And now, the Lord wants me to share it with all that have ears to hear and want to grow in their walk with Him.

So in obedience to my Heavenly Father I want to share “The Order of Authority” with you, and pray that you will be as blessed by this revelation as I was when the Lord gave it to me. It may not be new to you, but perhaps the way the Lord gave it to me will enhance your knowledge of and walk in God’s Authority in your own life.
I will share three major points on What Authority is, and where it comes from; What the Order of Authority is; and How to Walk in the Order of Authority. And as you read this I pray that God gives you ears to hear and a heart to receive revelation knowledge of His Word, that you will be able to understand and walk in the Order of Authority God has established and given to all people, and that as a result you will be, do and have, all that God wants you to be, do and have.  I also pray that you will never be the same after you catch the revelation of His Authority and apply it in your life and walk with Him. In the name of our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
WHAT IS AUTHORITY & WHERE DOES IT COME FROM?
The scriptural base for our study of Authority comes from Romans 13:1-7 (NKJ) - Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.
The word Authority can be a Noun or a Verb, and there are many, many definitions that come from a variety of sources - Bible Topical Indexes, Concordances, Dictionaries, the Encyclopedia, just to name a few. But as I researched the word authority in each of these sources, and while the definitions were different, there were three common themes through each definition regarding the characteristics of Authority:
a. It is a given or delegated legal right
b. It can influence or command opinion, thought, behavior and 
    obedience
c. It has power, the ability to produce an effect (result)
If we think of Authority as a delegated or given legal right, to influence or command, in order to produce a result, we need to understand that this means you can’t take authority. It has to be given or delegated to you.  How many times have you known or heard about someone who tried to take or seize authority, only to eventually fail? The best example of that is Lucifer, when he tried to put himself on a par with God and take or seize control of authority from God. And look what happened to him? He became Satan, a fool, knowing he’s already defeated, but still trying to buck God’s authority.
So then if Authority is a delegated or given legal right to influence or command, in order to produce a result, where does Authority come from? 
Let’s go back to the first verse in our text to answer that question - Romans 13:1 - Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. I think this scripture is quite clear, that all authority comes from, and is delegated or given by God – in the home, in school, at work, in public, in the Church, everywhere, in every aspect of our lives. The first part of this verse also says that we should be subject to the governing authorities. Every soul here refers to every person, and subject as a noun means to be under the authority or will of. So, coupled with the definition we are using for authority, the first part of this verse could be interpreted to read “Let every person be under the will of those who have been delegated or given the legal right to influence or command, in order to produce a result”. In other words, we are to obey those we are under the authority of, unless of course they ask us to do anything illegal, immoral or ungodly, outside of the Will or Word of God, because their authority comes from God and in exercising it they cannot therefore operate outside of the will of God.
To summarize what Authority is and where it comes from - Authority is a delegated or given legal right, to influence or command, in order to produce a result; and all authority comes from God.

THE ORDER OF ESTABLISHED AUTHORITY
In answering the question as to what the Order of Authority is, there are two things we have to look at, the first of which is the “The Order of Established Authority”.
The Order of Established Authority deals with the order God has established or set in place in every aspect of life, in the Church, in marriage, in the home, in society, in our legal system, etc. How do we learn what that order of established authority is for any and all aspects of our lives? Primarily from God, through His Word. For some areas of life the order of established authority is very clearly laid out in God’s Word, while for others understanding the established order of authority requires us to catch a revelation from God/His Word, which means spending time with God and in His Word. 

I couldn’t possibly cover the order of established authority in every area of life. That’s something that can take a lifetime, and which each of us needs to do on our own, with each other and other like-minded people, so we can have confirmation that we understand each order of established authority that we need to understand. However, we will look at a few at a few examples of the order established of authority which will by no means be all inclusive but should clarify for you what the order of established authority is.
In Ephesians 4:11-13 the Apostle Paul tells us - 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.
Notice that not all are called to the five-fold ministry offices of apostle, profit, evangelist, pastor or teacher. Just some. Why? For training, to train the rest of the body of Christ to carry out the work of the Church, in order to build up the body of Christ so we can become of one mind and have the same level of faith in the knowledge of knowing who He is and support each other in moving to be more Christ-like.  
Paul tells us further in 1 Corinthians 12:28 - 28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues, and in 

I Corinthians 14:26-31 - 26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. 28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 30 But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged. 
In these verses we see the order of established authority for prophesy and tongues with interpretation in a public worship service.
Ephesians 5:22-24 says - 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.
These verses lay out God’s order of established authority in marriage and the family unit. The husband is the head, and the wife is to be subject or submitted to the husband. But don’t worry wives, read verses 25-33 to your husbands. This tells him how he is to lead as the head. Note that verse 23 also establishes Jesus as the head of the Church, and if you continue and read the first few verses of Chapter 6 of Ephesians, it establishes the order of authority between parents and children.

I hope these few examples help you understand what The Established Order of Authority is, and what some of those Orders are that God has set in place.
THE ORDER OF DELEGATED AUTHORITY
Let’s look at the other order of authority God has set in place, “The Order of Delegated Authority” – which deals with how God has delegated, given or entrusted His authority to others, from God to Christ, Christ to Man, Man to Man, in every area of our lives. Yes, God can and does delegate authority directly to man, but much of the authority delegated to man is through Jesus, and, Jesus was and is with God, so in sense, authority delegated directly from God to man is still coming through Jesus. But the general Order of Delegated Authority is from God to Christ, Christ to Man, Man to Man, in every area of our lives.
Let’s look at some scriptures that should give us deeper insight into the Order of Delegated Authority.
Examples of the delegation of authority from God to Christ.

Matthew 28:18 - 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” 
John 5:26-27 - 26 For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, 27 and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. 
John 17:1-2 - Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should[a] give eternal life to as many as You have given Him”
These three scriptures demonstrate the delegation or giving of God’s authority to Christ. 
Now let’s look some scriptures that demonstrate Christ delegation of God’s authority to Man, which includes us.
Luke 9:1-2 - Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. 2 He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. (From Jesus to Man)

Luke 10:19 -  Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you (From Jesus to Man)

It’s very clear in these two scriptures that Jesus is giving authority to man as he explicitly uses the word authority, but that is not always the case. This is where we need revelation from God as with the following two scriptures
Mark 16:15 - 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature”
Matthew 6:33 - 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 
These scriptures are also delegations of authority from Jesus to Man, because remember, authority is a delegated or given legal right to influence or command in order to produce a result. In these scriptures Jesus is giving us commands to do something (exercising the authority He has from God), and implicit with those commands is His giving us the authority to do so. Because if Jesus tells us to do something, He isn’t going to send us off to do it unarmed or unequipped, but with whatever we need to carry out His command, including authority as any command from Jesus also carries with it the authority to carry out that command.
Let’s look at few more scriptures on the Order of Authority that demonstrate the delegation of authority from Man to Man.
Mark 13:34 - It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch.
Acts 26:9-10 - 9 “Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them.

Here, Paul while he was still called Saul and had not yet met Jesus, was delegated authority from the chief priests (who had their authority from God – Old Testament, but Jesus is always with God) to go out and persecute the followers of Jesus.

Now the delegation of authority by a man who has received it from Christ to another man, should not be done without discernment and revelation of God’s will, as all authority comes from God. Now we all know that in the world, this is not always the case, but in the Kingdom of God it is and always should be as God’s Order of Delegated Authority, just like His Order of Established Authority, is in every aspect of our lives. For example, in our Prayer Life where we are commanded to ask the Father in Jesus name (John 16:23; John 14:13-14). Remember a command is both the exercising and delegating of one’s authority. Here Jesus is exercising His authority by commanding us to ask the Father in His name, and in doing so giving us the authority to do that.
Another example is in the World where laws, Police Officers and traffic lights have been delegated authority to carry out the enacted laws which are a command from the governing authorities to get a desired result (peace, safety, protection), with the authority of each coming from God. For example, when we are driving our car and we approach a yellow light, that light is the delegated authority we are under at that time on that road and we should prepare to stop. Rather, as the world has taught us most people tend to speed up and try to “beat” the light before it turns red. 
To summarize, the Order of Authority is both the Order of Established Authority God has set in place, and the Delegated Order of Authority from God to Christ, Christ to Man, Man to Man, in every aspect of our lives.
HOW TO WALK IN THE ORDER OF AUTHORITY
Everything I’ve shared thus far has been background the Lord wanted to give you, so you would be prepared to grasp the real point He wants you to get. You can know what authority is, where it comes from and what the Order of Authority is, which we all should, but if we don’t know how to walk in the Order of Authority, we’ll keep living below our privilege, never seem to quite get things in order, not see the movement of God in our lives to the extent He wants to move in our lives, we’ll never be able to have, be and do, all God wants you to have, be and do, and we won’t thrive in the Kingdom of God. 
If you don’t take anything else away from this, I pray you take this away -we walk in the Order of Authority through Submission and Stewardship!
We’ve heard definitions of these terms before, but I want to share the definitions God revealed to me as they relate to walking in the Order of Authority. 

Submission – Humble and willing obedience to the will of another. Humble and willing is another way of saying obedience to the will of another with a right heart. As my Pastor has taught us in my local church, you can be obedient, do what the authority you are under asks or tells you to do, but not be submitted if your obedience is out of obligation, with murmuring and complaint. Submission or obedience with a right heart is doing what the authority you are under asks or tells you to do out of respect and esteem for the authority that has been granted to the person, organization or entity you are under, recognizing the ultimate source of that authority – God! So, you could restate submission as it relates to walking in the order of authority as being obedient to the will of the authority you are under, out of respect and esteem for source of that authority. 
You don’t have to like the authority you are under, but respect and esteem the authority they have, realizing it has been delegated to them from God, the source of all authority. Because with God, it’s about the heart! James 4:7 - Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Our submission ultimately begins and ends with God, which is easy for most of us to do when we get a command directly from God. However, our flesh and pride often get in the way when that command comes from a delegated authority of God, another man or woman, which is usual the case. This is why it is important to understand the Order of Authority, so when it comes from someone it has been delegated to and not directly from God, we should have the same respect for it as if it came from God. 
Hebrews13:7 - Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. This verse talks about submission to Church Leaders who rule or have God’s delegated authority over us in the local church, who bring the Word of God to us and who we should follow. Not just your Pastor, but other Church Leaders he has delegated authority to within your local church. 
1 Peter 5:5 - 5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”  This verse talks about younger people being submitted to those older than them who God has ordained to speak into their lives – parents, grandparents, teachers, Children/Teen Church leaders, etc.
1 Peter 2:13-15 - 13 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. See the order of authority in verses 13-14 – King to Governor to those sent by the Governor. Also verse 13 is telling us to be submitted to every ordinance or law of man, remembering that submitting is being obedient to the will of the authority you are under, out of respect and esteem for source of that authority, whether you agree with it or not.
Now Stewardship is taking care of someone else’s stuff they way they want you to take care of it; A trust or confidence granted to someone for profitable use; Looking after someone else’s possessions and returning them in a better condition than when they were entrusted to you. Stewardship is doing and taking care of, what the authority you are under told you to do or entrusted you with, so that it grows into something more (better), and is not just babysitting something that belongs to someone else, but nurturing it, watering it as it were, and growing it into something more than what it was when you received it. 
Let me give you a couple of examples of how Stewardship works, tied in with Submission, to demonstrate how we should be walking in the Order of Authority.

A Bank (or other kinds of financial institutions) for example is an institution that you entrust with your money. Why, because you expect them to invest it wisely and grow it, so that it becomes more than what it was when you made your deposit in the Bank. If they do a good job of that, in other words are good Stewards over your money, you will be pleased and most likely leave your money in that Bank and very well deposit some more money in that Bank, expecting the Bank to continue to grow your money. If the Bank does not do a good job of growing your money or even loses some of it due to poor investments, in other words is not a good Steward, you will most likely not deposit any additional money in that Bank and probably take out your original investment. This is also an example of Stewardship and Submission working together. Because when you deposit your money in the Bank or other type of financial institution, that Bank comes under your authority. You have chosen to entrust them with your money and in essence are directing the Bank to invest and grow your money. A good bank will willingly submit to that authority knowing if they do a good job investing your money they will be rewarded by you with you leaving your money in that Bank and entrusting them with more.

Another example of Stewardship and Submission would be your children, who really don’t belong to you but are entrusted to you by God. When an infant is born they aren’t much good for anything. Yes, you love them because they came from you, but in reality all they can do is eat, sleep and poop. God in entrusting children to you and expects you to raise them, nurture them, train them up as to how they should go in the things of God and in the natural; so that when they grow up and are of age and ready to leave the nest and start to become more and more independent from you, they are of much more value to God to be used to do His Will here on earth than when they came into the world.

This is what walking in the Order of Authority is all about, submission, stewardship and the heart.
Two blocks of scriptures on Stewardship that I believe will be helpful.
Psalms 24:1-2 - The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein. 2 For He has founded it upon the seas, And established it upon the waters. 
So everything belongs to God, our money, our children, our jobs, our trials & tribulations, our good times, our bad times, even the air we breathe. And as my Bishop has said on many occasions, we are owners of nothing, but Stewards of everything. 
Luke 12:42-47 - 42 And the Lord said, “Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in due season? 43 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he has. 45 But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, 46 the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 47 And that servant who knew his master’s will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 
We see in these scriptures that if we are submitted to the authorities we are under and are good stewards over what we have been entrusted to watch over, we will be blessed (verses 42-44). That’s walking in the order of authority! But we also see that if we aren’t submitted and are not good stewards, we will be punished (verses 45-47), or as it says in our text in Romans 13 be subject to God’s wrath. So don’t you think it’s better to walk in authority and be submitted and be a good steward, rather than not?
A few more characteristics about authority and its use that will lead us into an understanding of Stewardship.
All of us are under authority(s) and have authority over others. Matthew 8:8-9 - The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.
A good authority will ask for input from those under him/her, when appropriate, but will make the final decision.
A good authority will also delegate authority to those under him/her when they have demonstrated they can be trusted with it.
A good authority isn’t going to give someone additional direction/guidance/time until they do the last thing the authority told them to do.
Following authority requires discipline, and should be done out of submission (willing obedience, obedience with a right heart)
Following authority is the basis for demonstrating ones commitment, integrity and accountability, a foundation of order and of ministry.
But authorities don’t always do what they are supposed to do. That however, doesn’t give us an opening of not submitting to them, unless as I’ve mentioned several times what the Authority tells us to do is illegal, ungodly or immoral. Otherwise, we still need to be submitted
So to summarize point three, how do we walk in the Order of Authority? Through Submission and Stewardship, obedience to the will of another with a right heart, (submission) and doing and taking care of what the authority you are under told you to do or entrusted you with, so that it grows into something more (better).
CONCLUSION
I ask you then, have you been and are you, walking in the order of authority? If yes, praise the Lord and continue to do what you have been doing.
But I dare say that most of us can find at least one area of our lives where we have not been walking in the order of authority. So let this message be a wake-up call for all of us, understanding that Authority is a delegated or given legal right to influence or command, in order to produce a result; that it comes from God; that God has set in place both an Order of Established Authority and a Delegated Order of Authority in every area of our lives; that that we walk effectively in the Order of Authority through submission (obedience to the will of another with a right heart) and stewardship (doing and taking care of, what the authority you are under told you to do or entrusted you with, so that it grows into something more (better)).
And when we do, we can have order and the movement of God in our lives, we can start living up to our privilege, we can thrive and flourish in the Kingdom of God, and we can be, do and have all God wants us to be, do and have.

Amen!

